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} Eafon and~ religion 
both con{pire to en- 
gage our attention 
to the language of 
the heavens, of the 
“e earth, andthe whole 

2628 univeric, which,with 
One uncommon voice, proclaim the 
plory of God from one end of the 
Creation to the other; they clearly 
point out to us hisinvifible perfec- 
tions in the vifible operations of 
his hands: The profpeét of nature 
is, therefore, a kind of vulgar theo- 
logy, in which all men may learn 
thofe truths, which it is of the high- 
eft confequence and importance for 
them to know. 

Which way foever we direct our 
obfervation, we difcern either fim- 
ple elements, or compound bodies, 
which have all different adlions and 
effices ; what the fire inflames, the 
Water extinguifhes ; what one wind 
freezes, another thaws; and. what 
the fun dries, the rain moiitens. 
But all thefe operations, and a 
thoufand others, fo feemingly re- 
pugnant to each other, all concur, 
in a wonderful manner, to produce 
one cffeé&: Some ferve to aflift, fome 
to qualify, and correét the vivlences 
of others, and are all fo neceflarily 
ufeful to carry-on the main defign, 
that were the agency of any one 
of thefe caufes deftroyed, the ruin 
of the whole, or, at leaft; an inter- 
fiiption of the order and harmony 
of the creation, would itimediaiely 
enfute. 

AS, therefore, all the parts of na- 
ture were conftituted forthe mutual 
ervice and aliiftance of each other, 
fo they, undeniably, prove the unity 








of their omnifcient Creator. If one 
almight; being had created the 
fun, and another the earth, as the 
views and ends which they pro- 
pofed by thefe aéts of creation would 
be different, he who made the fun 
would not fubmit that fo glorious a 
body fhould be entirely fub ervient 
to the ufe of the earth, and. conlee 
quently, they would refemble the 
fabulous deities in Homer, always 
at variance, [The order and.govern 
ment of the world, therefore, 
ceffarily juppofe one only fir't pri 
ciple, who has eftablaihed fuch a 
correfpondence between ail the 
parts of it, and made them fo de- 
pendent on each other, that the an- 
nibilation, or fubduction of any one 
of them, would detiroy the beaaty 
and cconomy of the whole ma- 
chine, and faperinduce an univerifal 
diforder. 

It is a conjecture which has met 
with fome advocates, that the planets 
might, formerly, have been fo many 
fans ; but that chefe funs, being in- 
cruftated over, and obicured by 
fome ftrata of vroffer matter fettling 
upon them, from luminous, became 
Opake bodies; that is to fay, in 
their phrafe, habitable earths. Some 
fpots that have been diicovered in 
the fun, and fome ftars that have 
difappeared, for reafons beyond our 
comprehenfion, have added fome 
weight to this conjecture: By de- 
grees it came to be laid down as a 
fixed principle ; and (as if this con- 
verfion of funs into ptaneéts had been 
proved by undeniable arguments) 
now pafies for matter of tact with 
fome menof learning. ‘The earth, 
according to them, 1s nothing but 
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an agpregate of denfe bodies formed 
into a cruft, by length of time, 
round a globe of fire, which occu- 
pies the center of it. It is very 
plain, that fach a fyftem of philo- 
fophy is no ways confiftent with re- 
velation ; but it is alfo plan, that it 
is no lefs repugnant to the fettled 
courfe of nature, and right rea- 
fon, than it is to the Mofaical ac- 
count. 

There is a prodigious difference 
between the creation of the diffe- 
rent parts of the univerfe and their 
confervation: They may be kept 
in. their conftant courie and order 
by certain general laws, which God 
has eftablifhed, and which he fup- 
ports with equal liberty and digni- 
ty; butthey never could be created 
nor formed by any operations of 
the fimple laws of motion. There 
Is neither beauty, order, nor good- 
nefs in any thing, but what was 
produced by the fpecial will of the 
fupreme and all-wife Being ; and it 
is as tmpoflible for a fun, by any 
incruftation, to become an habita- 
ble earth, or for an opake bady, 
by any removal of thecruft, to be- 
come a fun, as itis for any com- 
bination of motions to convert a 
ftone into a man, or aman into a 
tree. Such transformations as thefe 
would he fcarce pardonable in 
Ovid’s Metamorphofes. 

But let us for once allow thefe new 
modellers, who are for excluding 
God out of the creation, or, at leat, 
for producing all things from mo- 
tion imprefled upon matter in the 
beginning; Jet us, I fay, permit 
them to make the earth after their 
own way; we will grant them a fur- 
ficient ftock of matter to work 
upon, a circular motion, and as 
much time as they can defire for the 
execution of their fcheme; let them 
chufe their laws of motion either 
from the great Newton or Des Car- 
tes; in fhort, fuppofe the earth made 
according to their own fancy: But 
then this earth 1s naked and defo- 
late, without verdure, and without 
inhabitants ; nor will they be abie, 
with all their mechanics, to make it 
any other than a wild barren defert. 
Suppofe but the leaft bladeof grafs 
to grow, or the meaneit reptile to 


creep upon it, you infer a neceffity 
of an intelligent being, and a par- 
ticular act of his wiil in the forma- 
tion and orgazination of this vege- 
table or animal. Now, if mere 
motion cannot form the rings and 
bowels of a worm, or the veffels of 
a plant, fhall we fuppofe it capable 
of forming a regular and habitable 
earth ? Can it proportion the dif. 
ferent ftrata of it to the occafions 
of its inhabitants, allot it ite juft 
and proper meafure of air, water, 
and fire, and fix its orbit at fuch an 
exact diftance from the fan, thar it 
fhall neither be frozen by exceflive 
cold, nor burnt up by too vehement 
2 heat? Hf then our earth was 
ftocked with plants and inhabitants 
by the particular appointment of the 
divine Being, can there be any room 
to doubt, whether the fame omnie 
{cient Author who created thefe, 
did, by a like exprefs of bis will, 
aflign them their proper habitations 
in fuck elements and foils as are moft 
agreeable to their nature? Had this 
earth been formed according to the 
fancy of thefe philofophers, it would, 
indeed, have confifted of an affem- 
blage of feveral firata of matter, 
ranged upon one another round a 
common center, according to their 
different fpecific gravities ; but ftill 
this earth would be ufelefs for want 
of a juft difpofition of its parts ; it 
would have no atmo(phere, and, 
confcquently, be deprived of the 
beneht of :he air’s gravity and elaf- 
ticity; no diverfity of foil in the 
external layer or furface of the cruft, 
to accommodate the different grains 
and feeds of plants, with a bed and 
nourifhment, proper to their refpec- 
tive natures and qualities ; no ipa- 
cicus hollow vafe to contain the vai 
ftores of thofe falt-waters, which 
are fo neceflary to vegetation, and 
the fertility of the earth; no moun- 
tains to condenfe and colleét the 
vapours exhaled from the fea, and 
toprecipitate the rivers to the plains; 
no regelar ftrata of fand prepared, 
to ferve by way of refervoirs of that 
water deliined to feed the fountains $ 
10 layers of clay tobe a bafis to the 
iprings asd wells; no {ubterraneous 
waters to diftribute through the 
bowcls of the earth the fait, bitu- 
MeL, 
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men, fand, loam, vitriol, mercury, 
andthe fulphurs, in order to form, 
by their different difperfions, con- 
cretions, fermentations, &c. mi- 
neral waters, hot baths, gems, ftones 
for building, metals, &c. up and 
down in different parts of the earth, 
Is it poffible to believe, that all this 
curious mechanifm, all thefe opera- 
tions, fo far furpatling our compre- 
henfion, could be produced by for- 
tuitous incruftations on a globe of 
fire? Could all the philofophy in 
the world have contrived fuch a fa- 
bric? By no means: We muft then 
allow, that all this wonderful ap- 
paratus, this amazing organization 
and fitnefs that appears in all the 
parts of our globe, was the work of 
immediate creation, the a& of wife 
counfel and defign. 

The truth is, all nature is preg- 
nant with wonder, and the wifdom 
of an almighty Creator is con{picu- 
Ous in every part. Let us turn our 
eyes, for a moment, and obierve 
the wonderful order of Providence 
which regulates the yearly voyages 
ofthe {fwallows. Shaliwe moft ad- 
mire the force which fuftains them 
in fo long a pafflage, or the regulas 
rity in which the whole is eftablifh- 
ed? Who acquainted their young, 
that it would foon be neceflary for 
them to forfake the land of their 
nativity, and travel into a ftrange 
country ? Why do thofe who are 
detained in a cage, exprefs fo much 
difguietude at the feafon for their 
ufual departure, and feem to be af- 
flicted at their inability to join the 
company ? What particular bird 
charges himfelf with the care of 
affembling a council to fix the day 
of their removal ? Who founds the 
trumpet to inform the tribe of the 
refulution taken, that each party 
may be prepared ? Whence have 
they their almanack to inftrué 
them inthe feafon and day when 
they are to bein motion? Are they 
provided with Magiftrates to pre- 
ferve the diicipline which is fo exe 
traordinary amongthem ? For not 
one of them diflodges till the pro- 
clamation has been publifhed, and 
riot adeierter is to be feenon the 
day after their departure. Have 

they charts to regulate their voyage 
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by? Are they acquainted with the 
iflands where they may reft and be 
accommodated with refrefhments? 
Are they furnifhed with a compals 
to guide them infallibly to the coat 
they would fteer to, without be- 
ing difconcerted in their flight, 
by rains, or winds, or the difmal 
obfcurity of many nights ? Or are 
they endued with a reafon fuperior 
to that of man, who has not cou- 
rage to attempt fuch a paflage, with- 
Outa multitude of machines, pree 
cautions, and provifions ? Itis very 
certain, they have neither charts, 
nor compais, nor reafon ; the Deity 
alone is their protector, and im- 
preffes on each individual a parti- 
cular method and train of fenti- 
ments that fuffice for their condi- 
tion. So that we may juftly conclude 
with Mr. Pope, that 


All are but parts of one ftupendous 


whole, 
Whole _ Ame is, and God the 
oul, 


The Happine/s of Life depends not upon 
Opulence. 


N® {fuppofition can be more abe 
furd than that which places the 
happinefs of life entirely in opu- 
lence, and thinks it impoffible fora 
narrow fituation, to enjoy the {male 
left glimmering of content ; thofe 
who look upon life with a fenfible 
eye, will immediately fee that 
the feat of felicity is in the mind, 
and that the man who learns tocon- 
tract the number of his wifhes, has 
infinitely the advantage of him who 
can always indulge every voluptu- 
ous turn of difpofition or depravity 
of inclination. The hufbandman who 
follows his plow, the artizan .who 
labours at his trade, if they have 
but little, neverthelefs have but few 
defires to gratify ; whereas the man 
of fortune with every additional 
thoufand, feelsa thoufand additio- 
nal wants, and in fact pervesting the 
poodnefs of Providence, becomes 
wretched in proportion as he advan- 

ces into profperity. 
When 1 was about the age of foure 
teen, my father, who was a Farmer 
3 D2 in 
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inthe County of Norfolk, received 
a letter from a diftant relation in 
London, acquainting him that he 
had, ayreeabie to his requeit, found 
Out a mailer for me, who was an 
eminent Haberdafher in the city 3 
my father having feveral children 
to provide for (:hough in good cire 
cumitances) [ cid not hefitatea mo- 
menatto comply with his defire of 
fending me up to town, therefore 
tock a direction to my coufin, for fo 
I mulicall him ; andina few days 
after arrived in this celebrated capi- 
tal; my :elaction carried me to Hae 
berdafhers Hall, into which.] no 
fooner entered, but he bid me ob- 
ferve, that the gentleman with his 
Cain round his neck was the Sheriff 
of London, and would very foon be 
Lord Mayor, and the reit of the 
the Genticmen with fine gowns on, 
were the court. I was flruck with 
fome fort of awe on my approaching 
fo venerable «pv aff: mbly, who ali ap- 
peared io me to be old, cipecially 
when they {poke, for one ot them 
faid withiome much dignity ** Fark ! 
** Little Boy, come forward.” 1 
found I was io jet my bhandito anin 
denture, the contents of which the 
clerk of the company mumbled over 
tome; alli could retam was, that 
{ was bound to my matter for the 
term of {even years, which proved to 
me the moit agreeable part of my 
life, for my maiter was a very plain 
fenhble man, which will lead you of 
courfe to chink he was alfo punctual 
and induitrious during my appren- 
ticcthip ; he however treated me 
with great Civility and refpe&, fre- 
gusatly giving me an opportunity of 
éing in his company after fhop 
hours, In the laft year of my fervi- 
tude, he often enquired of me what 
Jintended to do, when I wasoutof my 
time ; 1 was at a lols for words to ane 
{wer him in the friendly manner 
which he always exprciled himfeif 
to me ; Lrcid him if he pleated I 
Would continue with him as a jours 
neyman. «il: ] was enabied to fet up 
for my ‘elf, or longer, if he pleafed. 
Agreeable to my promiie, | conti- 
nued with bum two years after the 
end of my apprenticefhhip, about 
which time my poor father died and 
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left me 5o0l My Coufin at the other 
end of the town, Nearing of my fa- 
ther’s death came one day into the 
city and called on me, and’ with 
feeming concern forthe lofs of my 
futher, expreffed his defire of doing 
me all the fervices in his power, and 
hoped that I would come and take a 
dinner with him asufual, foryouareto 
knowthat! haddined with him & his 
family on feveral Sundays, during my 
apprenticethip. ] promiied him that 
I would, and fixed the time for the 
Sunday following, when I was as 
good as my word ; my abfence from 
them fome time, gave them room to 
bancer me on the fcore of Marriage ; 
telling me they fuppofed my time 
was taken wp Im going a Courting; 
and all infitted in knowing the liap- 
py lady’s name, for as fuch they 
were pleafed to exprefs themfelves. 
—I gave for anfwer, that I was not 
{> happy as to know any lady who 
would condefcend to admit me to 
be her admirer.- No, faid my 
coufin ? thenI think you muft have 
your Coufin Polly, meaning her 
youngeit daughter, at which 1 found 
a pleafing fenfation at my brealt ; to 
defcribe her perfon to you I am u- 
nable, nor could a Kneller, or Lely’s 
pencil paint her altogether as the 
is !——-. the fair offer | readily em- 
braced, and loft no time to accome 
plifh my with. My maiter and friend 
no fooner heard of my marriage, 
but immediately came to me and of« 
fered his fervice to affift me to the 
utmoft of his power, acquainting 
me atthe fame time, that he knew 
of afhop that would be to be dif- 
pofed of in a few months time, on 
account of the then poffeffor’s uncle 
being dead, who had lefthim a cone 
fiderable fortune; without hefitation 
I accepted his offer of the fhop, and 
entirely confined in his making the 
beft terms for me in his power, The 
quarter day enfuinp, he put me in 
full poffeffion of the houfe, fhop and 
bufinefs No fooner hadI entered, 
on the premifes, but I put forth an 
advertifement acquainting the pub- 
lic, that 1 had taken the late Mr. 
—fhop,and had laid in a large affort- 
ments of frefh goods. Lady-Day, 
fatal day! I brought my wile home f 
an 











and from that very day both charm- 
ed with the profpe& of fuccefs, dif- 
fipation took full poffeilion of our 
hearts ; mine on {feeing the fhop 
crowded with cultomers; hers on 
the thoughts of being enabled to 
purfue her pleafures at Concerto’s, 
Oratorio’s and Plays. On cafting 
my accounts the Chriftmas follow- 
ing, | found my trade would not 
anfwer my expences, on which I 
took an opportunity of acquainting 
my wile with it the firft feafénable 
hour. All the effect it had, was, 
that the very next day my wife was 
taken ill } which of courfe brought 
in the apothecary & phyfician, ad- 
ded to which the aurfe followed ; 
after the vain application of me- 
dicine fora long continuance, the 
change of air was iniifted’ on not 
only by the phyfician (but by her're- 
lations alfo)—A lodging about 20 
miles from London was immediate- 
ly taken, the expence of tvhich ad- 
ed to the former, put an entire end 
to my affairs; for the Chriftmas 
following, by the advice of my maf- 
tér, who was the only friend I had 
left ; 1 fold off my ftock and difpof- 
ed of my houfe, which enabied me 
to pay my creditors their juft de- 
mands, (or to {peak in the language 
of acitizen, | paid them 20s. 1n the 
pound) leaving myfelf a furplus of 
rol. the laftact of my wife’s 
was, to také a poft-chaife at the exe 
pence of 25s. to pack up a {mall 
quantity of China, which the had at 
her ready furnifhed country lodging, 
to bring them to town: Since 
which, fhe has enjoyed a perfee 
good ftate of health, and with the 
help of my iurpius of tol. fhe now 
carries a banbox of ribbands, &c. 
among her friends about town ; and 
} who am ajourneyman atthe fhop 
where I ferved my time, enjoy more 
real fatisfaction in her company, 
than when we were dazzled with 
fhow and outward appearance, 
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Giz Thomas was then conduéted 
from Wefiminiier - Hall to the 
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Tower, with the axe carried before 
him, according to the ufdal-man- 
ner after condemnation. When he 
came to the Tower-Wharf, his fa. 
vourite daughter Margaret, wife to 
Mr. Roper, was there waiting to 
fee him, thinking this might be the 
laft opportunity fhe fhould ever 
have. The moment he appeared in 
fight, revardlefs of the numerous 
fpectators, fhe burft through the 
crowd and the guard which fure 
rounded him ; and having received 
his bleffling upon her knees, fhe eme 
braced him with the mofteager af- 
fection. ‘Tears flowed from her in 
great abundance, whilit the hung 
upon his neck; and her heart being 
ready to burft with grief, the only 
words which could find utterance 
were, ‘* My father! Oh my fa- 
“ther!” Sir Thomas, taking her 
up in his arms, told her, ‘*‘ that 
** whateverhe fhould fuffer, thdugh 
he was innocent, yet it was not 
** without the will of GOD, to 
** whofe bieffed pleafure fhe thould 
** confirm her own will; chat fhe 
well knew all the fecrets of his 
heart, and that fhe mutt be pati- 
ent tor his lofs.” She then en- 
deavoured to bid him a laft adieu, 
and was reluctantly feparated from 
him ; and having gone back a few 
paces, overwhelmed with grief, and 
ittuck with the thought that fhe 
fhouid never more fee her father, 
whoni fhe fo fondty loved, the again 
fucdenly broke through the crowd, 
and once more hung upon hisneck, 
and eagerly and temderly embraced 
him. Sir Thomas More, who felt 
not for hisown diftreffes, and whofe 
ge foul was not to be intimidated 

y the approach of death, coald 
not, however, avoid being torched 
with the diftrefs and angurfh of his 
beloved daughter; and a tear ftole 
down his manly cheek. This ten- 
der {cene drew tears from every fpec- 
taior, and even from the furround- 
ing guards: and it was with dillie 
calty thatthe diftreffled Lady was 
for the lait time feparated from her 
father. 

When Sir Thomas had lain a few 
days under fentence of death, an 
cflicious Courtier, with a view of 
recommending himfelf to the King, 
made 
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made a vifit to Sir Thomas in the 
Tower, and vehemently importu- 
ned him to change his mind. He en- 
tered not, however, into any parti- 
culars; but continuing to be very 
troublefome, Sir Thomas at length, 
to get rid of his importunity, told 
him, that ** fe had changed his 
mind.” He had no fooner faid this, 
than the Courtier haftly left him, 
and pluming himfelf upon carrying 
a point which fo many others had 
failed in, immediately went and in- 
formed the King that Sir Thomas 
More had changed his fentiments, 
Henry, however, was not without 
apprehenfions, that the Courtier 
had miftaken Sir Thomas’s mean- 
ing. He, therefore, ordered him to 
return immediately to the prifoner, 
to know what the particulars were 
in which he had changed his mind. 
Sir Thomas rebuked the Couruer 
for his officioufnefs, in making (uch 
hafte to acquaint the King with what 
he had only faid io jeit. But as te 
his changing his mind, it was only, 
he told him, in this reipeci: ** that 
whereas he had betore intended 
to be fhaved, that he might ap- 
pear to the people in the fame 
manner that he had been accaf- 
tomed to do before his imprifon- 
ment, he was now determined 
“¢ that his beard fhould fhare the 
6¢ fame fate with his head.” 
Shortly after this, on the fixth of 
July, 1535, Sir Thomas Pope, who 
was one ot the friends of Sir Tho- 
mas More, came to him by the 
King’s command very early in the 
morning, to acquaint him, that he 
was to be beheaded that day at nine 
o’clock; and that therefore he mutt 
immediately prepare himlelf for 
death. Sir Thomas More received 
the information with the utmoit 
chearfulnefs, and thanked his friend 
for his good news. Sir Thomas 
Pope then acquainted him, that it 
was his Majefty’s pleafure that he 
fhould not ufe many words at his 
execution. To which he replied, 
“* You do well, Mr. Pope, to give 
“* we warning of the King’s piea- 
“© fure herein ; for oiherwiie 1 had 
*¢ purpofed at that time to have 
«* ipoken fomewhat, but no matter 
“6 wherewith his Grace, cr any 


~ 


‘* other, fhould have canfe to be 
“* offended. Howbeir, whatfoever 
‘ I intended, I am ready to con- 
‘* form myfelf obediently to his 
‘* Highnefs’s command ; and I bee 
* feech you, good Mr. Pope, to be 
‘* a means to his Majefty, that my 
** daughser Margaret may be at my 
** burial.” Sir Thomas Pope, in 
anfwer to this, acquainted him, that 
the King had already confented, 
that his wife and children, and any 
of his friends, might be prefent at 
it, at which he expreffed his fatis- 
faction. 

Sir Thomas Pope appearing to be 
very melancholy, at the confidera- 
tion of his friend’s approaching 
death, Sir Thomas More took his 
urinal in his hand, and cafting his 
water, faid with his vfual pleafan- 
try, ** I fee no danger but that this 
‘© man might live longer, if it had 
‘* pleafed the King.” And when hig 
friend bic him adieu, which he could 
not do without fhedding tears, Sir 
Thomas More endeavoured to com- 
fort him by the profpeét of eternal 
felicity, in which, he faid, he hop- 
ed they fhould have an happy meet- 
ing. 

As foon as Sir Thomas Pope was 
gone, he dreffed himfelf in the beft 
clothes he had ; to which the Lieu- 
tenant of the Tower objeéted, tel. 
ling him thofe clothes were too good 
for the executioner, who would 
have whatever he wore at that time, 
** Ii they were cloth of gold, (faid 
‘* Sir Thomas), I fhould think 
‘¢ them well beitowed on him who 
‘¢ was to do me fo fingular a bene- 
“< fit.” However, the Lieutenant 
prevailed upon him to change his 
drefs; and accordingly he put ona 
gown of freeze, and of the lit- 
tle moots which he had left, fent 
an angel of gold to the execu- 
tioner. | 

About nine “o’clock he was 
brought out of the Tower, and led 
to the place of execution on Towere 
Hill. He behaved with the utmoft 
fortitude, and even retained to the 
lait his accufiomed chearfulnefs and 
peaeuys When he came to the 
caffold, obferving that it was fo 
weakly built that it feemed ready to 
fall down, he tarned abour to the 
Lieutenant, 
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Lieutenant, and faidtohim, ‘“ I 
“* pray vou, Mr. Lieutenant, fee 
¢* me fafe up ; and as for my com- 
¢¢ ing down, you may let me fhift 
‘¢ for myfelf.” Having knelt down, 
and {pent a fhort time in his devo- 
tions, he got upagain, and faid to 
the executioner, with the utmoft 
chearfulnefs and vivacity in his 
countenance, ‘* Pluck up thy [p1- 
‘* rits, man, and be not afraid to 
©‘ da thine office. My neck is very 
¢¢ thort; take heed, therefore, that 
‘6 thou ftrike not awry, for thy 
© credit’s fake.’’ He then kelt 
down, and laying his head upon 
the block to receive the ftroke, he 
bad the executioner flay till he had 
removed his beard; ‘** for thar,” 
faid he, ‘* has committed no 
6 treafon ;”? and the executioner 
then fevered his head from his 
body. 

Such was the endof Sir THO- 
MAS MORE, whofe great abilities 
and endowments rendered him an 
ornament to his Country ; and who 
for his integrity, his fortitude, his 
incorruptible {pirit, his greatnels 
of mind, and generous contempt of 
riches and external honours, was 
equal to the moft celebrated charac. 
ters of antient Greece or Rome. He 
was, as to bis perfon, of a middle 
ftature, and well proportioned ; his 
complexion fair, witha light tinfure 
of red; his hair of a dark chefnut 
colour; his beard thin, and grey 
eyes ; his countenance chearful and 
pleafant, and expreflive of the tem- 
per of his mind ; his voice neither 
ftrong nor fhrill, but clear and dif- 
tinct. His conftitution was gene~ 
rally healthy; but, in the latter pare 
of his life,toomuch writing brouzhe 
upon him a pain in his breait, which 
was Often very troublefome. [ua 
walking, his right fhoulder appear- 
ed higher than the other; but this 
was Only the eff-€tof habit, and not 
any defect in the make of his per- 
fon. He was generally negligent 
in his drefs ; but when the dignity 
of his place required it, he would 
conform to the caftom, His diet 
was fimple and abftemious ; and 
he feldom tafted wine, but when 
ne pledged thofe who drank to 
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He was a kind mafter to his fer 
vants, and very charitable to the 
poor; and of a temper extremely 
focial and benevolent. He was a 
kind husband, and very affectionate 
to his children, in whofe education 
he took great pains ; and was pare 
ticularly careful to inftruct them ia 
the principles of religion and vire 
tue. His own piety was conitant 
and exemplary, but he had a mott 
bigetted attachment to the fuperiti- 
tions of the Romifh Charch; 
though it appears from his Utoe 
pia, and his letters to Erafmus 
that in the earlier partof his life 
he has much freer notions of reli« 
gion, 

He was a great mafter of polite lie 
terature, pofftfizd an uncommon 
ihare of wit, and was extremely 
eloquent. ‘* More had,” fays Dr. 
Jortin, ‘* if ever man had, what 
‘© iscalled VERSATILE INGENI- 
‘“* um, and was capable of excele 
‘¢ jing in any way to which he 
** would apply himielf. He was 
‘““ no bad Poet, and might have 
*¢ been a better, if he had paid 
more afuduous court to the 
“© Mufes.” 

When the Emperor Charles V. 
heard of Sir Thomas More’s death, 
he fent for Sir Thomas Elhiotr, 
then Ambaflador from England at 
his Court, and faid to him, ** My 
‘© Lord Ambaffador, we underftand 
‘* that the Kiag your matter has put 
** to death his faithful fervane, and 
prave and wife Counfellor, Sir 
Thomas More.”” To which Sir 
Thomas Elliott anfwered, that he 
had heard nothing of it. ‘** Well,” 
faid the Emperor, ** itis too true; 
** and this will we fay, that if we 
** had been matter of fuch a fervant, 
‘© of whofe abilitics ourfelf have 
‘* had thefe many years no {mall 
*¢ experience, we would rather 
‘© have loft the belt city in our do- 
‘* minions, than fo worthy a Coun- 
** fellor.” Indeed King Henry 
himfelt appears to have felt fome 
compunction at Sir Thomas More’s 
death ; for we are told, that when 
the news of it was brought to him, 
he being at that time playing atta- 
bles with Queen Auae Boleyn, he 
calt his eyes upon her, and taid, 
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made a vifit to Sir Thomas in the 
Tower, and vehemently importu- 
ned him to change his mind. Heen- 
tered not, however, into any parti- 
culars; but continuing to be very 
troublefome, Sir Thomas at length, 
to get rid of his importunity, told 
him, that ** he had changed his 
mind.” He had no fooner faid this, 
than the Courtier haftly left him, 
and pluming himfelf upon carrying 
a point which fo many others had 
failed in, immediately went and in- 
formed the King that Sir Thomas 
More had changed his fentiments, 
Henry, however, was not without 
apprehenfions, that the Courtier 
had miftaken Sir Thomas’s mean- 
ing. He, therefore, ordered him to 
return immediately to the prifoner, 
to know what the particulars were 
in which he had changed his mind. 
Sir Thomas rebuked the Courter 
for his officioufnefs, in making fuch 
hatte to acquaint the King with what 
he had only faid io jeit. But as te 
his changing his mind, it was only, 
he toid him, in this reipeci: ** thar 
‘ whereas he had betore intended 
‘ tobe fhaved, that he might ap- 
pear to the people in the fame 
*¢ manner that he had been accuf- 
* tomed to do before his imprifon- 
‘6 ment, he was now determined 
¢ that his beard fhould fhare the 
*¢ fame fate with his head.” 
Shortly after this, on the fixth of 
July, 1535, Sir Thomas Pope, who 
was one ot the friends of Sir Tho- 
mas More, came to him by the 
King’s command very early in the 
morning, to acquaint him, that he 
was to be beheaded that day at nine 
o’clock; and that therefore he mult 
immediately prepare himielf for 
death. Sir Thomas More received 
the information with the utmoit 
chearfulnefs, and thanked his friend 
for his good news. Sir Thomas 
Pope then acquainted hin, that it 
was his Majefty’s pleafure that he 
fhould not ufe many words at his 
execution. To which he replied, 
“* You do well, Mr. Pope, to give 
<< we warning of the King’s piea- 
“<< fure herein ; for otherwiie | had 
*¢ purpofed at that time to have 
«* ipoken fomewhat, but no matter 
‘ wherewith his Grace, cr any 
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‘* other, fhould have canfe to be 
‘¢ offended. Howbeir, whatfoever 
‘ | intended, I am ready to con- 
‘ form myfelf obediently to his 
* Highnefs’s command ; and I bes 
‘* feech you, good Mr. Pope, to be 
‘* a means to his Majefly, that my 
** daughser Margaret may be at my 
** burial.” Sir Thomas Pope, in 
anfwer to this, acquainted him, that 
the King had already confented, 
that his wife and children, and any 
of his friends, might be prefent at 
it, at which he expreffed his {atis- 
faction. 

Sir Thomas Pope appearing to be 
very melancholy, at the confidera- 
tion of his friend’s approaching 
death, Sir Thomas More took his 
urinal in his hand, and cafting his 
water, faid with his vfual pleafan- 
try, ** I fee no danger but that this 
‘© man might live longer, if it had 
** pleafed the King.” And when his 
friend bic him adieu, which he could 
not do without fhedding tears, Sir 
Thomas More endeavoured to com- 
fort him by the profpect of eternal 
felicity, in which, he faid, he hop- 
ed they fhould have an happy meete 
In ° 

re foon as Sir Thomas Pope was 
gone, he dreffed himfelf in the beft 
clothes he had; to which the Lieu- 
tenant of the Tower objeéted, tel« 
ling him thole clothes were too good 
for the executioner, who would 
have whatever he wore at that time. 
** If they were cloth of gold, (faid 
‘* Sir Thomas), I fhould think 
“* them well bettowed on him who 
‘© was to do me fo fingular a bene- 
‘“* fit.” However, the Lieutenant 
prevailed upon him to change his 
drefs; and accordingly he put ona 
gown of freeze, and of the lit. 
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tle moet which he had left, fent 
an angel of gold to the execu- 
tioner. 


About nine “o’clock he was 
brought out of the Tower, and led 
to the place of execution on Tower= 
Hill. He behaved with the utmoft 
fortitude, and even retained to the 
laft his accufiomed chearfulnefs and 
pleafantry. When he came to the 
{caffold, obferving that it was fo 
weakly built that it feemed ready to 
fall down, he tarned about to the 
Lieutenant, 
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Lieutenant, and faidtohim, ‘“ I 
“* pray vou, Mr. Lieutenant, fee 
‘*¢ me fafe up ; and as for my com- 
‘ ing down, you may let me fhift 
‘* for myfelf.” Having knelt down, 
and {pent a fhort time in his devo- 
tions, he got upagain, and faid to 
the executioner, with the utmoft 
chearfulnefs and vivacity in his 
countenance, ‘* Pluck up thy [pi- 
‘¢ rits, man, and be not afraid to 
“© da thine office. My neck is very 
¢* thort; take heed, therefore, that 
*¢ thou ftrike not awry, for thy 
‘6 credit’s fake.’? He then kelt 
down, and laying his head upon 
the block to receive the ftroke, he 
bad the executioner flay till he had 
removed his beard; ‘** for that,” 
faid he, ‘* has committed no 
‘¢ treafon ;”” and the executioner 
then fevered his head from his 
body. 

Such was the endof Sir THO- 
MAS MORE, whofe grear abilities 
and endowments rendered him an 
Ornament to his Country ; and who 
for his integrity, his fortitude, his 
incorruptible {pirit, his preatnefs 
of mind, and generous contempt of 
riches and external honours, was 
equal to the mofi celebrated charac. 
ters of antient Greece or Rome. He 
was, as to his perfon, of a middle 
ftature, and well proportioned ; his 
complexion fair, witha tight tincture 
of red; his hair of a dark chefnat 
colour; his beard thin, and grey 
eyes ; his countenance chearful and 
pleafant, and expreflive of the tem- 
per of his mind ; his voice neither 
ftrong nor fhrill, but clear and dif- 
tinct. His conftitution was gene~ 
rally healthy; but, in the latter part 
of his life,toomuch writing brouche 
upon hima pain in his breatt, which 
was Often very troublefome. Ia 
walking, his right fhoulder appear- 
ed higher than the other; bat this 
was Only the eff-€tof habit, and not 
any defect in the make of his per- 
fon. He was generally negligent 
in his drefs ; but when the dignity 
of his place required it, he would 
conform to the caftom, His diet 
was fimple and abftemious ; and 
he feldom tafted wine, but when 
- pledged thofe who drank to 
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He was a kid mafter to his fer- 
vants, and very charitable to the 
poor; and of a temper extremely 
focial and benevolent. He was a 
kind husband, and very affectionate 
to his children, in whofe education 
he took great pains ; and was pare 
ticularly carefulto inftruct them ia 
the principles of religion and vire 
tue. His own piety was conitant 
and exemplary, burt he had a mott 
bigotted attachment to the fupertti- 
tions of the Romifh Charch; 
though it appears from his Utoe 
pia, and his letters to Erafmus 
that in the earlier partof his life 
he has much freer notions of reli- 
gion, 

He was a great matter of polite lie 
terature, poflificd an uncommon 
ihare of wit, and was extremely 
eloquent. ‘* More had,” fays Dr. 
Jortin, ‘* if ever man had, what 
‘* iscalled VERSATILE INGENI- 
‘* um, and was capable of excele 
‘‘ ling in any way to which he 
would apply himielf. He was 
‘© no bad Poet, and might have 
*¢ been a better, if he had paid 
more afiduous court to the 
“© Mafes.”” 

When the Emperor Charles V. 
heard of Sir Thomas More’s death, 
he fent for Sir Thomas Elliotr, 
then Ambaflador from England at 
his Court, and faid to him, ** My 
** Lord Ambaffador, we underftand 
that the Kiag your matter has put 
to death Ais taithful fervane, and 
grave and wife Counfellor, Sir 
‘*¢ ‘Thomas More.” ‘To which Sir 
Thomas Elliott anfwered, that he 
had heard nothing of it. ** Well,” 
{aid the Emperor, ** it is too true; 
‘* and this will we fay, that if we 
‘© had been matter of fuch a fervant, 
*¢ of whofe abilitics ourfelf have 
had thefe many years no {mall 
“‘ experience, we would rather 
‘© have lof the beit city in our do- 
‘* minions, than fo worthy a Coun- 
‘* fellor.” Indeed King Henry 
himfelt appears to have felt fome 
com punction at Sir Thomas More’s 
death; for we are told, that when 
the news of it was brought to him, 
he being at that time playing atta- 
bles with Queen Anne Boleyn, he 
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392 
‘© Thou art the caufe of his man’s 
death ;”? and rifing up immediately 
from his play, went and fhat himfelf 
up in his chamber, im great perture 
bation of mind. : 

Sir Thomas’s body was interred 
in the chapei of the Tower, but 
was afterwards begged by his daugh- 
ter Margaret, and depofited on the 
fouth-fide of the chancel in the 
church of Chelfea, where a monu- 
ment, with an infcription written 
by himfelf, had been fome time be- 
fore eregted. His head was ordered 
to be placed on London-bridge ; 
where having remained fome time, 
his affc&tionate daughter Margaret 
found means to get poffeffion of it, 
$ carefally preierved it in a leaden 
box. She was, however, taken up 
for this, and examined before the 
Council; but, after a fhort impri- 
fonment, fhe was difcharged. 

Sir Thomas had by his firt wife 
ene fon and three daughters. But 
his fon, John More, as Dr. Jorcon 
obferves, ** was dneof thofe He- 
‘““ RouM FILLII, who are feldom 
equal to their fathers.” However,he 
had all the advantages of a liberal 
education, by which his natural 
parts feem to have been much 1m- 
proved. After his father’s death he 
was committed to the Tower, for 
refufing the oath of fupremacy, and 
condemned, but he was afterwards 
pardoned, and fet at liberty ; a fa- 
vour which he did not long furvive. 
Sir Thomas had no children by his 
fecond wife, who after his death 
was obliged to quit the houle at 
Cheliea, his fmail citate being feized 
as 2 forfeiture to the Crown; but 
the King allowed her an annuity of 
twenty pounds for her life. 

Of his three daughters, Marga- 
-ret, the eldeft, who was married to 
William Roper, Efq; of Eitham in 
Kent, was his particular favourite. 
She much refembled her father, 
both in temper and perfon. She ap- 
pearsto have been a moft amiable 
woman, and of extraordinary ace 
complifhments, She was modett 
and humble, and of a mild, gentle, 
and affeftionate temper; aud made 
a molt exccilent wife to Mr. Roper, 
Who 2ppcars to Nave been a very 
worthy man. She wrote two dee 
clamations ia Engiith, which her fa- 
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ther and fhe turned fo elegantly inte 
Latin, that it was difficult to deter- 
mine which of them was the bei. 
She alfo wrote a tréatife of the 
** Four tast Txines,” with fo 
much piety, judgment, and ftrength 
of reafoning;that her father declared 
it was a better performance than a 
difcourfe which he had written him- 
felf upon the fame fubje&t. She had 
a very happy talent at correcting ati- 
tient aathors ; and John Cofterias, 
in his notes on Vincentius Liriner- 
fis, gives us an emendation of her’s 
On a paffage of Cyprian, not. inferi- 
or, Ie Clere fays, in his opinion, to 
thofe of the ableft critics, cf Scali- 
ger, Turnebus, or Salmafius, Erafe 
mus wrote an epiftle to her, astoa 
woman famous, not only for her 
manners and virtue,but for true and 
folid learning. She was a great mif- 
trefs of the Greek & Latin tongues, 
and had a great fkill in mufic and 
the mathematics, and was com- 
plimented by the greateft men of 
the age, on account of her learning 
and accomplifhments. And Cardi- 
nal Pole wzs fo charmed with the 
clegance of her Latin ityle, that 
it was long before he covid be 
brought to believe that what he 
read of her’s was really written by 
awoman. This accomplifhed Lady 
died in 1554, and was buried in St. 
Dunftan’s church in Canterbury, 
with her father’s head in her arms, 
according to her defire. Of five 
children, which fhe ‘brought Mr. 
Roper, there was a davghter Marys 
who was almoft as fathous for parts 
and learning as herfelf. ‘This Lady 
was one of the gentlewomen, as they 
were then called, of Queen Mary’s 
Privy Chamber. She tranflared 
into Buglifh part of a Latin treatifé 
of her grandfather’s, and alfo Eufe- 
bius’s Ecclefiaitical hiftory from the 
Greek into Latin, but the Jatter 
was never publithed. 

Sir Thomas More was the author 
of many and various works, though 
{carce any of them but his Uropra 
has been long read. The reafon of 
which is, that hisother pieces were 
chiefly traéis in controverfial divini« 
ty, and written ia defence of a caufle 
which could not be fupporied, that 
of the Romith Church. It is faid 
of his anfwer to Luther, that it 
gained 
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Bained him no other reputation, 
than that of having the beft knack 
of any man in Europe, at calling 
bad names in good Latin. His 
Enelith works were colleéted and 
publifhed by the order of Queen 
Mary, in 1557 3 his Latin at Bafil, 
in 1563, and at Louvain in 1566.- 

His Urorta, which was his 
moft celebrated work, was written 
by him in Latin; but an Englith 
tranflation of it was publifhed foon 
after, which Bifhop Burnet, from 
the freedom taken inthe tranflation, 
conjeflured to have been made by 
Sir Thomas More himfelf. The 
beft Englith tranflation of this work 
is that of Bifhop Burnet ; a new 
and correct edition of which, with 
notes, and the Life of Sir Thomas, 
was publifhed in 1758, by the 
learned Dr. Warner. This work 
is the defcription of an imaginary 
Common-wealth, in which the au- 
thor delivers his fentimen:s concern- 
ing government with great freedom. 
He feigned this country, Uropia, 
to be one of thofe which were then 
lately difcovered in America; and 
that the account of it was given him 
by one Hythlodius, a Portuguefe, 
who failed in company with Ame- 
ricus Vefputius, Many perfons, 
who were pleafed with the defcrip- 
tion of the climateand manners of 
the people, and who had no fufpi- 
cion of the truth, out of a fervent 
zeal, wifhed that fome Divines 
might be fent thither to preach 
Chriftianity, and feveral were very 
defirous to take the voyage for that 
purpofe. We have already given 
jeveral extracts from this work, in 
the courfe of our account of the Life 
of its author. 

Before Sir Thomas finifhed his 
Uroria, he began the Hiitory of 
King Richard the Third, but it 
was never finifhed, and is efteemed 
none of the beft of his pieces. It 1s 
inferted in the Complete Hiftory of 
England. He wrote it alfoin La- 
tin, which was printed at Louvain 
in 1566. Voffius obferves, that 


this is far inferior to his other 
Writings, in the elegance of the La- 
tin ftyle. 

_As we have repeatedly mentioned 
Sir Thomas More’s natural tern to 
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pleafantry and wit, an inftance or 
two more of it may not be difagree- 
able to the reader, 

His fecond wife, it has been al- 
ready obferved, was not of a very 
amiable or agreeable remper, though 
avery notable woman inthe ma- 
nagement of domeftic affairs. ** As 
; fhe was a good houfe-wife,” {ays 
Camden, ‘* fo was fhe not void 
~ of the fault thacotten followeth 
: that virtue, fomewhat fhrewd to 

her fervants.”” One day Sir Phos 
mas, being wearied with her conti- 
nual rating of her fervants, told hér, 
that if nothing elfe would reclaim 
her, yet the confideration of the 
time, it being then Lent, fhould re- 
ftrain her. ** Tafh, tufh, Sir Tho- 
‘* mas, faid fhe, ** look here is 
** one ftep to Heaven-ward ;”’ fhew- 
ing him a Friar’s girdle, ‘* Ay,” 
faid Sir Thomas, ‘“ but I very 
a a fear that one ftep will not 
a ae you upa fingle itep high- 

One dav, when fhe came from 
fhriff, fhe faid merrily to him, ** Be 
“ merry, Sir Thomas ; for this day, 
7 I thank GOD, I. was well! fhri- 

ven ; and have now, therefore, 
** left off all myold fhrewdnefs.” 
** Yea,”? faid Sir Thomas, ** and 
** are ready to begin afreth.” 

When he was Lord Chancellor, 
he enjoined a gentleman to pay a 
confiderable fum of money to a 
poor widow, who had been op- 
prefied by him. Upon which = 
gentleman faidtohim, ‘* Then I 
«* hope your Lordfhip will give me 
‘© a good long day to pay it in.’® 
‘* You fhall have- your requeft, 
faid Sir Thomas ; ‘*. Monday next 
** is St. Barnabas’: day, the longeft 
‘© day in all the year; doyou pay 
*¢ her then, or elfe you fhall kils the 
** Fleet.” 

An acquaintance of his having 
taken great paivs in writing a book, 
which he intended to  publifh, 
brought it to Sir Thomas More tor 
his opinion. Sir Thomas having 
looked it over, and finding it to be 
a foolifh and trifling performance, 
told the writer, witha very grave 
face, that ** it would be worth more 
<< if it was in verfe.” The maa 
wpon this carried his book home 
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again, and immediately {fet about 
turning it into verfe. When he had 
finifhed it, he carried it again to Sir 
Thomas, who, having looked at 
at, faidtohim, ‘* Ay, marry, now 
“‘ it is fomewhat ; for now It 1s 
** rhime, but before it was neither 
** rhime nor reafon.” 


4 View of Portrircat LeEtrers 
which kave appeared in the Public 
Papers, 


A Britifo Merchant, in the Public 
Advertifer, fays, ‘* Upon due 


jnquiry into the trade of North 


America, the whole appears to 
amount in value to Britain to about 
three millions a year ; including the 
freight of our fhips, commiffion to 
cur merchants, andall other char- 


“ges paid by the planters to our 


workmen and labourers. 

Of this the net procecds to the 
planters do not amaunt to a million 
and a half a year. Thus we get one 
half of all that they make fortran{- 
porting and vending their products 
with the goods they getfrom us. 
This they pay out of the firfl pro- 
duce of their commodities, and is, 


‘ina public and national light, the 
great advantage of the trade, asthey 


thereby maintain nigh one half of 
all the feamen and fhipping in 
Great: Britain. 

Mott of the commoditities impor- 
ted by this trade are exported, and 
bringin abalanceof trade toBritain, 
amounting at leaft to a million and 
an halfa year. The value of tbe 
tobacco exported is computed at 
650,0001, if not 700,000]. rice at 
nigh 300,000}. which, with furs, 
deer-fkins, and other {mall articles 


. exported, amount to about a ‘mil- 


lion; and the valve of fifh exported 
by Britain and the colonies is not 
lets than half a million. The 
greateft lofs we fuftain by thefe re- 
gulations in the colonies, and pro- 
ceedings againft them, is, that they 
oblige them to fupgly themfelves, 
independent of us, by which we 
muft at laft lofe them altogether. 
To this, it we add the corn, lumber, 
&c. which they vend, Great Bri- 
tain gains 1,700,000]. per annum 
by the North American trade, be- 
fides her own con{umption of their 
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produéts, employing and maintain- 
ing her feamen, &c. when the colo- 
nies get nothing from us for their 
produdts but cn. other are 
ticles, which they could make them- 
felves. 

The balance of trade againft the 
North American colonies, in favour 
of Britain, is at leaft a million a 
year; fo that they can never get 
any money by their trade with us ; 
and what they may get from the 
Weft Indies will not pay this ba- 
jace to Eritain: Ic is, therefore, 
impoflible that they fhould have 
money. 

It is computed, that they pay 33 
percent. upon all the goods they 
get from us, which, upon two mil- 
lions of goods they export yearly, 
amounts to 700,cool. per annum. 
If this is added to the above 
1,500,0001. which they pay us for 
freight, commiilion and charges, the 
two amount at leaft to two millions 
a year, for which they donotreceive 
a farthing. 

It is, therefore, a matter of no 
{inall importance. to this nation to 
preferve {uch a profitable trade, and 
to keep it irom being wantonly eme 
bezzled by the intrigues of cour- 
tiers, who feem to make a political 
job of fuch an important concern 
of the nation, merely to ferve their 
own purpofes, and to get the better 
of one another. 

Since the colonies have become 
the objet of their party-feuds and 
contentions, for want of fome 
other, the nation has Joft upwards 
of a million ayear in the trade to 
North America. In 1764, when 
the Stamp-Act was firft pafied, the 
exports to North America amount. 
ed to 2,600,000]. but they have 
fince fallento 1,500,000]. per an- 
num. , 

If to this we add the taxes, duties 
and profits on a million of goods 
exported to the colonies, they can- 
not be citimated at fo little as half 
a million. Hence the nation has 


already lof a million and a half a 
year by thefe proceedings againit 
the colonies, befides the lofs of the 
navigation, obliging thém to fup- 
ply themielves, &c. in Spain, Por- 
tugal, and Italy, and remit to Bri- 
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tain in bills) The North American 
trade brings Britain at leatt 
1,700,000l. a year in cafh; without 
which the nation could not carry 
on its trade, as the balance of mott 
other branches is againit us, and 
would foon drain us of al] the mo- 
ney we have. 

Thus we are involved ina debt 
of three millions a year by the war, 
to which, if we add this lofs of a 
million and a half fince the peace, 
and half a million for fupporting 
our acquifitions, they amount to 
five millions a year; not to men- 
tion the lofs of trade to Spain, Por- 
tugal, Italy, Sweden, &c. which 
is eflimated at more than we lofe in 
our colonies. 

The following has appeared in the 

Gazetteer. 

It is with the greateft happinefs, 
that after many enquiries of your 
Lordfhip’s health, 1 can congratu- 
late my country that the Gout bears 
no fhare in your Lordfhip’s diltem- 
pets; the intereft of the country, 
the property of individuals, the bu- 
finefs of P , will never be neg- 
leéted through the feverity of that 
diforder ; mean as it may be thought 
to attack the difeafes and not the 
meafures of a man, there will be 
found, my Lo:d, men hardyenough 
to affert their right in attacking mi- 
nifterial diftempers, real or fictiti- 
ous; and although this nation may 
condefcend to groan beneath a 
gouty A n, the neighbouring 
iiland, lefs accuttomed to the gout, 
will, under the feverity of the pain, 
be refractory, and probably pre- 
fer a violent remedy to pati- 
ence, 

_Your Lordthip’s plan of opera- 
tions feem, indeed, extraordinary ; 
but that we had a right toexpe, as 
the hand which introduced you to 
power, continucs to direct your ac- 
tions ; neither is your influence con- 
fined to a neighbouring ifland, fince 
by deputation you tuperintend the 
E. of C.’s clerks, for fuch and no 
more are the prefent A n 

With what juitice can A n 
prociaim themielves Minifters ! do 
they not blah to receive a title they 
dare not deferve ? Men who can 
meanly bear the yoke of defpotifm, 
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Can cringe to the frowns of oneman, 
and patiently bear the lafh whene- 
ver the wantonnefs of his fancy in- 
fiiéts it; can bow their heads to 
the earth, and, loudly proclaiming 
their own ignorance and inabili- 
ties, hail him the Leadinz Miniiter. 
Let fuch men ftill be flaves and 
worfhip their idol——t ut dare they 
prefume to think that freeborn En- 
glifhmen will kifsthe ground, and 
bend to fuch a wooden god ? Can 
they expe& to govern free men who 
are flaves themfelves ? If they would 
be really minifters, let them fland 
forth on their own bottom; be 
guided by their own abilities ; alas, 
ftrange thoughts! had they any 
abilities they have too much vanity 
to fupprefs their appearance, and 
Opportunity has daily haunted them 
in a thoufand fhapes. 

Strange as it may appear, thefe 
are the men who hold themfelves 
forth as patterns of difinterednefs 
and virtue to all mankind ; there 
is ene, indeed, Envy itfelf mutt 
own, who has preferved his integri- 
ty ; furrounded by difficulties, pref- 
fed by a brother, he laboured to 
maintain the good opinion he had 
acquired ; and though he could 
not, (how was it poffible under 
fuch influence) preferve that luftre 
he enjoyed in the laft A———=n, yet 
fo far has he fucceeded, that, con- 
nected as he may feem to be, he fill 
remains an honeft man and an able 
minifter. 

Often have I heard, that onder 
the prefent A n, merit alone 
fhould be rewarded, no proud fami- 
ly connedtions fhould ever influence 
the E of C » no pariia- 
mentary intereft fhould ever pre- 
vail in prejudice to merit, 1 would 
not be thought inviduous, but when 
minifterial profeffions aredaily con- 
tradiéted by the moft oppofite beha- 
viour, it muft be a matter of won- 
der if it efcapes the public cenfure, 
Too trong an inftance has already 
appeared. Can we behold a noble 
E— who prefides in his M-————’s 
houfhold, and. not pay adoration to 
his merit? Why is not he poflefled 
of the molt eminent poft ? Endowed 
with gifts of am extraordinary na- 
ture, and enabled to fwell the fore 
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tunes.of his younger children into 
the eftatesof princes : What has he 
not undergone for this ungrateful 
country ? Has he not accepted the 
unprofitable Government of. Ire- 
land ; Mafter of the Horfe to his 
; and ftill perfifting in his 
patrioti{m, toils and 'abours under 
the heavy weight of his prefent 
fatiguing, unprofitable employ- 
ment. This, furely, 1s merit un- 
common, even among nobility ; 
but when we recolle& thofe {mall 
emoluments the noble E-~— has 
requelted and reccived in return for 
his fatigue, expence, and difinte- 
yeftedne{s, we are loft in admira- 
tion of his modeity, and blufh 
at fuch reward beftowed on fuch 
merit. 

Thomas Touchit, Efg; in the 
Weftminiter Journal, fays, ** ’Tis 
a very excellent principle in the 
Jaws of this country, thatif aman 
is prefent at a murder & does not do 
every thingin his power to preventit, 
he is deemed anacceflary in the guilt; 
as punilhed with as much feverity 
as the abfolute perpetrator of the 
fa&; andin the eye of reafon he 





. 18 as little to be pitied by the pub- 


lic. 

In this kingdom, as wellas every 
other, notwichitanding the boafted 
rectitude of our fentiments, we 
meet every day with a number of 
thofe negative patriots who.are ne» 
ver concernec in the infamy of ace 
tually oppretiing their couatry by 
danzcrous or deftructive laws, but 
who fill take no pains in nature, to 
prevent fuch laws from being carried 
into execution. ‘They think it 
abundantly fuflicient if they are not 
gmmediately active in the. wound 
which is given tothe prolperity of 
the nation ; and whea an unpopus 
Jar act of Parliament takes place, 
they look confidently at their con- 
flituents and rejoice that they had 
no hand whatfoever in the tranfac- 
Sinn ake 

Tho’ this is very frequently the 
cafe among us; and tho’ thele ex- 
cules have been often pleadea with 
fuccels by. feveral of our reprefen- 
taivies, the man. who could think 
he difcharged iis parliamentary du- 


* ty confcientioufly, becaufe he did 
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us no injury, is by no means worthy 
of our good opinion, and ought to 
be treated with univerfal contempt 
at every general election. 

I was lately in company with 
fome gentleman of figure, and a 
particular bill which was greatly 
difliked by the kingdom being the 
fubjeé&t of converfation, the repre- 
fentative of a certain county who 
fat at my left hand, exclaimed, 
‘© Well, thank God [ had no hand 
in paffing that law, for I was not in 
the houfe the day it was carried by 
the Miniftry.” A Clergyman of 
great worth upon this took him up, 
faying, ‘* And why were not you 
prefent, Sir John, to oppofe it with 
allyourinfluence; itwas yourdetyto 
be prefent, & your bufine(s toftem the 
torrentof Minifterial power with your 
utmott ability; your abfence, let me 
tell you, is no excufe; for the man 
who does not exert every poffible 
means of guarding his country from 
a itab, is in my opinion no lefs cri- 
minal, thanhe who actually gives 
the ftroke. 

The well-being of the kingdom 
depending fo much upon the choice 
of proper reprefentatives, and the 
time of general election being fo 
very near, I cannot help repeating 
and repeating, my earneft advice to 
the Freeholders of Great Britain 
on this important occafion, fince 
it becomes me much better to be 
tedious in my exhortation than 
them to be negligent in their con- 
duct ; my advice therefore is, that 
they will profit by their former fol- 
lies in their future choice of mem- 
bers, and not fuffer themfelves to 
be flattered out of their underitand- 
ing and their liberty, by the plau- 
fible arguments of Court depen- 
dents ; nor deluded into promiies 
of fupporting the intereft of thofe 
idle or timorous Candidates who 
either negle& the duties of parlia- 
ment, or if they do attend, have 
not courage enough to opp: fe the 
pernicious mea{ures of an arbitrary 
Minifier; the weaknefs of a repre- 
fentative is every whit as dangerous 
as his venality ; and it is a matter 
of indifference to the -kingdom, tf 
it mut be lof, whether it is lot 
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through negleft, through fear, or 
through corruption. 

Upon the whole, while we look 
out for men of honefty to reprefent 
us, we fhould allo take care that 
our honeft men are biefled with 
fenfe, with fpirit, and with appli- 
Cation ; we ought to be fure they 
are well acqua:ored with the inte 
reft of the public, and that they 
will be bold and indefatigable in 
their labour to promote it : honef- 
ty, though a jewel of ineitimable 
value, is neverthelefs an infaflici- 
ent qualification in itfelf, for a 
member of parliament; cto fill a 
feat properly in the auguit Affem- 
bly of the nation, our reprefenta- 
tives with their probity malt have 
wifdom.; and with their wifdom 
fortitude and perfeverance ; theie 
are abilities indiipenfibly neceflary 
for a legiflator, and ’tss alfo ne- 
ceffary he fhould be a man of good 
fortune to maintain his indepen- 
dence, becaufe the greateft virtue is 
liable to {werve where it is expoled 
to any extraordinary temptations, 

The conttituenst members of 
Great Britain have been long com- 
plaining about the great neglect of 
public intereft ; the period is now 
at hand, which willprove what re 
gard they entertain for the public 
intereft themfelves; at the next 
election the meaneit freeholder in 
England will have a part of the na. 
tional liberty to difpofe of, and he 
muft be infeperable both to his 
country and his God, if he does not 
lodge it in fuch hands as his own 
conicience affures him will moft 
faithfully treafure it up. Let me 
therefore again exhort each indi- 
vicual to aét as if the happinels of 
Great Britain depended immediate- 
ly upon his fingle virtue ; pride up- 
on fuch an oceafion wil! be glori- 
ous, and heaven itfelf will approve 
of an egotifm, which is exerted 
forthe profperity of a whole pco- 
ple. 


The Hiftory of the Count of St. Geran, 
ewho avas ftolen fr om bis Parents at 
bis Birth, brought up in their Heufe 
out of Charity, after that became 
their Page, and finally was in a 
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Court of Judicature in France 
proved to be their Son. 


[Continued from Page 378.] 


FROM the very time that the 

Count and Countefs began to 
apprehend that their little Page 
might in time be proved their fon, 
they encreafed their tendernefs to- 
wards him, and the fympathy ime 
planted by nature, pleading more 
itrongly for him, than ail the proots 
which the courfe of juftice brought 
to light; his noble parants began to 
treat him in a manner becoming 
his real quality, by taking off his 
livery, giving him perfons to. wait 
on him, and affigning him the title 
of the Count de la Patice,. under 
which he pafled while things were 
in this fituation. | 

A particuiarfriend of the family, 
whofe name was Segueville, came ro 
the Countefs, and told her, that he 
had made a difcovery of a certain 
child’s being baptized very private- 
ly at Paris, in 1642, in which affaie 
Mrs. Pigoreau was very deep. This 
attair being with great diligence 
traced to its. fource, it came out that 
the child was chriftined at the 
church of St. Jean de Greve, and 
that it had afterwards been put to 
nerfe in the village of Torcy. The 
Count thereapon cbtained an order 
that informations relating to this ba- 
finefs, fhould be exhibited before 
the Criminal Judge of Torcy ; and 
thus @ new gate was opened te 
truth. 

No:hing was omitted which could 
be thought of, for the bringing te 
publick notice, every little: circume 
itances relating co this horrid fag, 
and as the examination went on,new 
difcoveries were daily made, the 
child beiog produced tothe nurfes 
and other witnefles, examined be- 
fore the Commmiflary, appointed to 
take cepofitions at Lorcy, was rea- 
dily knowa, and acknowledged by 
them all; his fine bair and his bive 
eyes, were among the marks by 
which they remembered him ; bur 
the certain indelible fignatare which 
prevented all doubts, was the im- 
pretiion left of the Midwife’s. fio- 

Belay 






























































— 
= * a 


> Rajya ore 































































es a —— —~ 

7 “y : ee a 
sash Catt ie 

ete — awa tS 






” SF ee - a 
a 

- = —*-. te oct & C2 7 p> +e a Ks 

: ee a ee oe eee Ses SS. ct 

ee eee ~ — ~ 

Se se ee oe 
* - P 

> * ¢ 











398 
gers, where fhe intended to murder 
him. They farther depofed, that 
Pigoreaualways told chem, that the 
boy belonged to a perfon of great 
gvality, who would make her for- 
qune, and the fortune of thofe who 
were concerned in bringing him 
wp; they fatd there was a man 
who appeared well, who ufed to 
wifit her conttantly, who fupported 
what fhe faid; in fine, the god- 
father the grocer, who paid the 
two thoufand livres a year, andthe 
maid who waited on Pigoreau, all 
agreed in fupporting the teftimony 
one of the other ; one of them af- 
firming that fhe heard Pigoreau fay, 
when fhe heard how the child was 
treated by the Count ** that the bo 
was. of too honovrabie a houfe 
to weara livery, and ferve as a 
page.” 
Prodent Berger, who had been 
pageto the Margquifs de Maixant, 
and who hived in great confidence 
with his matter, depoied that the 
Marquis gave him an exactaccount 
of the whole affair, while he was a 
rifoner in the Coucieurgerie du 
Palais, for thofe horrid crimes 
which have been before-mentioned, 
His fervant faid fariher, that when 
the Marquis had related to him 
this flory, he coald not help put- 
ting him in mind of his duty, in 
thete words: ‘* I am furprized Sir, 
** that finding yourtielf overwhelm- 
** ed with fucha multitude of dii- 
** agreeable things, you have never 
** thought of difcharging your con- 
** icsence of this, which is imme- 
* diately in your power.” The 
Marquis thereupon made him this 
reply, ** I am determined to reftore 
* the child to his father, accord- 
** ing to the direCtions given me by 
** a reverend Capuchin, to whom I 
“ confefled, that I had found a 
*“* means of breeding up in the 
** midit of hisown family, though 
*“< without their knowing it, the 
** srandfonof a Marechalot France, 
“ theonly fon of a governor of a 
* province.” This man declared 
alio, that the Marquis de St. Maix- 
ant being permitted by the goaier, 
to go out fometimes, in order to 
traniact his affairs, ard he this de 
ponent being with him when he 
was absoad, one dey the Marquis 
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fhewed him a child, of about feve® 
years old, of a fine complexions 
and bid this witnefs take notice o 
that child and know him for the 
boy, of whom he had told him fach 
ftrange things, and who was the 
true fon of the Countefs of St. Ge- 
ran. 

There were alfo witneffes pros 
duced, who wereprefent when the 
Marquis died, who fwore that he 
faid to the Clergeyman, who admi- 
niftred to him the Sacrament, that 
he had a fecret of great importance 
to reveal to the Count and Couns 
tefs of St. Geran; but he had 
fcarce pronounced thefe words, be- 
fore the pangs of death feized him, 
and deprived him of the ule of 
fpeech. The fervant of the Mar- 
quis whom we have before menti- 
oned, being brought before the M. 
de Tillet, Counfellor of the Parlia- 
ment, acknowledged that the young 
Count de Palice was the very child, 
whom the Marquis had fhewn him, 
and declared to be the conceal- 
ed fon of the Countefs of St. Ges 
ran. 

The court confidering the cir 
cumftances that had appeared in 
relation to Mrs. Pigoreau, though 
her name was not menttoned in the 
bill of compiaint, yet they thought 
fit to fend her a f{ammons, to appear 
perfonally, which unexpected ftroke 
of juftice exceedingly alarmed that . 
woman of intrigue, notwithftanding 
all her cunning and artifice, and her 
being fo much practiced in things 
of this nature. 

The young lady, widow of the 
Duke de Ventadour, and deughter 
by the fecond bed, to the Mar- 
chalefs de Geran, and the Countefs 
du Lude, daughter to the Marchio- 
nefs de Bouille, refolved to difpute 
at law, the right of this young 
Count ; in order to make themfelves 
hetreiles of the houfe ot St. Geran. 
We ought to make no quettion, but 
that the truth was hid. from thele 
ladies, otherwife it cannot be fap- 
pofed, that they would-have enter- 
ed on fuch a pare as this, or have" 
encreafed by their oppofition, the 
misfortunes of that noble family,;to 
which they were fo near!y*related. 

[do becoutinued.] Stuecr 
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Man has every thing neceffary for bis T’wixt that and reafon what a nice bar. 


5 rier; 
tate. For ever fep’rate, yet for ever near! 


, . Remembrance and refiection how ale | 
HY has not Man a mifcrofcopic ds ’ 


eye? 

For this plain reafon, Man is not a fly. 

Say what the ufe, were finer optics 
giv'n, 

T’infpe& a mite, norcomprehend the 
heav’n ? 

Or touch, if tremblingly alive allo’er, 

To fmart and agonize at every pore ? 

Or quick effluvia darting thro’ the brain, 

Die of arofe in aromatic pain ? 

If nature thunder’d in his op’ning ears, 

And ftunn’d him with the mufic of the 


? 
What thin partitions fenfe from thoughe 
divide 3 nh 
And middle natures, how they long te “4 
join, ‘2 
Yet never pafs th’ infuperabie line! | 
Without this juft gradation, could they be 
SubjeGted, thefe to thofe, or ali to thee ® 
The pow’rs of all fubdu’d by thee alone, 
Is not thy Reafon all thefe pow’rs in ene > 
See, thro this air, this ocean, and this 
earth, 
All matter quick and _ burfting into birth, 


esis ents ai ae Above, a high, progreffive life may 
oni whifp'ring sisted thawiidlbat —_ wide! how deep extend 
aan finds a. Hesttenke sal aie eal Vatt _- “~~ Being ! which from God 
Alike in what it gives, and what de- Sach hick, Sectaeee cae ooo : 


fee, - 
No glafs can reach ; from infinite to thee, 
From thes to nothing. On fuperiorpow’rs 


Far as Creation’s ample range extends, 
The fcale of fenfual, mental pow’rs af- 





cends : Were we to prefs, inferior migh : 
, int ght on ours s 

Mark how it mounts, to Man’s imperial Qf jn the full creation leave a void, 

race, Where one ftep broken, the great fcale*s 
From the green myriads in the peopled deftroy'd : 

grafs: From Nature’s chain, whatever link you 
What modes of fight betwixt each wide ftnike, J 

extreme, , Tenth or ten thoufand, tho’ breaks the 
The moles dim curtain, and the lynx’s chain alike. 

beam : 


And if each fyitem in gradation roll, 
Alike effential to th’ amazing whole, 
The leaft coniufion but in one, not all, 
That fyftem only, but the whole muft fall. 
Let earth unbalanc’d from her orbit fly, 
Phanets & funs run jawtefs thro’ the fky 3 
Let rulings Angels from their fpheres be 


Of fmell, the headlong lionefs between, 
And hound fagacious on the tainted 


green : 
Of hearing from the life that fills the 


fiood, , 
To that which warbles thro’ the vernal 


wood ; hurl'd, 
The at touch, how exquifitely Being on Beiag wreck’d, and worldoa . 
ne > ; world 
Feels ateack thread, and livesalong the fjeayen’s whole foundations to their cena 
fine. tre nod, 


Inthe nice bee, what fenfe fo fubtly true And nature trembles to the throne of God. 





From poif‘nous herbs extracts the heal- Ali this dread order break for whom * 
ing dew ? for thee? 
How inftin® varies in the grov’ling Vile worm!—-oh Madnefs ! Pride! Ime 


fwine, : piety !— 
Compar’d half-reafoning elephant with Whatifthe foot, ordain’d thedutt tot ead, 
thine | Or hand te coil, afpir’d to be the head? 
What | 
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400 
What if the head, the eye, or ear re- 
in’d 


To ferve mere engines to the ruling mind? 
Juft as abfur'd for any part to claim 
*T'o be another, in this gen’ral frame: 
Juft as abfurd, to mourn the tafks or 
pains, :; . 
The great direéting mind of all ordains. 
All are but parts of one ftupendous 
whole, 
Whofe body Nature is, and God the foul ; 
That change thro’ all, and yet in all the 
fame ; Be 
Great in the earth, as in th’ ethereal 
frame; . ’ | 
Warms in thefun, refrefhes in the breeze, 
Glows in the ftars, and bloffoms in the 
trees, 
Lives thro’ all life, extends thro’ allextent, 
Spreads undivided, operates unfpent; 
Breaths in our foul, informs our mortal 


art, 

BS full as perfect, in a hair as heart ; 

Ceafe then, nor order imperiection name = 

Our proper blifs depends on what we 
blame. , 

Know thy own point: This kind this due 
degree : 

Of blindnefs, weaknefs heav’n beftows on 
mec. © ~~ 

Submit-——In this, or any other fphere, 

Secure to be as bleft as thou canft bear : 

Safe in the hand of one difpofing pow’r, 

Or in the natal, or the mortal hour, 

All Nature is but Art, unknown to 
thee 5 

All chance, direétion, which thou canft 
not fee ; 

All difcord, harmony not underftood ; 

All partial evil, univerfal good : 

And fpite of pride, in erring reafon’s 
{pite 

One truth is alear, Whatever is, is Right. 


The POET and DUN, 


OMES a Dun in the morning and 
raps at my door 
l’ve made bold to call 
month and more 
i'm forry, believe me, to trouble you 
thus Sir-——— 
But Job wou'd be paid, Sir, had Job been 
a mercer, 
My friend have but patience—— Ay 
thefe are your ways,” ——» 
I have got but one fhilling to ferve me 





cis a twelve- 
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Well, now thou art gone, let me govern 
my paflon, - ° a, 

And calmly confider--confider, vexation ! 

What whore that muft paint, and mutt 
put on falfe locks, 

And counterfeit joy in the pangs of the 
p--x! . 

What beggar’s wife’s nephew, now ftarv’d 
and now beaten, 

Who wanting to eat, fears himfelf thall 
be eaten 4 

What porter, what turnfpit, can deem his 
cafe hard! 

Or what dun boaft of patience. that thinks 
of a bard ! 

Well, Vil leave this poor trade, for no 
trade can be poorer, 

Turn fhoe-boy, or courtier, or pimp, or 
procurer ; 

Get love, and refpeét, and good living, 
and pelf, 

And:dun fome poor dog of a poet myfelf, 

One’s credit, however, of courfe will grow 
better ; ste 

Here enter’s the footman, and brings me 
a letter, 

Dear Sir ! I received your obliging epif. 


, fle, 

Your fame is fecurem——bid the critics ge 
whiftle. . > 

I read over with wonder the poem you 
fent me ; ; 

And mutt fpeak your praifes, no foul fhall 
prevent me, 

The audience, believe me, cry’d out ev'ry 
line 

Was ftrong, was affecting, was juft, was 
divine ; 

All pregnant, as gold is, with worth, 
weight, and beauty, 

And to hide fuch a genius was—~far from 
your duty. 

I forefee that the court will be highly de« 
lighted, 

Sir Richard for much a lefs genius’ was 
Knighted, 

Adieu, my good friend, and for high life 
prepare ye; 

I could fay much more, but your’re mo- 
deft, I fpare ye, 

Quite fir'd with the flatt’ry, I call for my 
paper, 

And watte that and health, and my time, 
and my taper ; 

I fcribble till morn, when with wroth ne 
fall ftore, 

Comes my old friend the mercer and raps 


two days——— : at my door, 
But, Sir, prithee take it, and tell your ‘*‘ Ah! friend ’tis but idle to make fach 
attomey, a pother, 
dé I han’t paid your bill, I have paid for Fate, fate has ordained ws, to plague one 
your journey, another,” 
on 





